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= agriculture, nature
and food quality

The genius of the place

different landscapes — different species
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Europe is changing

Rare breeds in the landscape

"~ 60:millions/of hectares

changes in
agriculture

' wild ancestors
* domestication
¢ pastoral grazing
* natural grazing

e rare breeds - wild bovines
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Chances for nature restoration by natural grazing ” The recipe of natural grazing

* abandoning of fields = s' ce for nature

* space for nature = space for restoration of ecosystems

* Natura 2009: preserve, restore and connect nature areas

* respect for natural processes * motor to revive processes

« herbivory is one of the important processes * herds of wild living bovines and horses

= natdral grazing is the expression of herbivory « rare breeds instead of the wild extinct ancestors,

pastoral grazing natural grazing

* seasonal grazing . "'-Véar-round

¢ human intervention ' ¢ hardly intervention

¢ agricultural sex-ratio * natural sex-ratio

« fertile ages « all ages

* rare bréedé ; ¥ *'rare breeds — wild bovines

* breeding system | * natural-breeding

nature restoration _positive Leconomics

3 x it _u:



Rewilded herds differ from domesticated animals

 stronger with good health and condition

* develop new behavior
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The higher the'naturalness¥
The lower the interveniance

* no longer pastoral grazing

« problem with invasive (exotic) species

« disappearing of species (birdlife)

* 2008 start project with-Kopacki Rit Nature Park and ARK Nature
« financed by Dutch ministry (BBI-Matra)
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Aims of the project
« restoration of natural habitats
« decrease of exotic plant species

* conservation of Slavonian Podolian bovines

¢increase of tourism j « first Slavonian Podolian bovines in October 2009

* 2" group of u_nreiated bovines in July 2010

experts

educational trail for visitors
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* share experience
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= * natural grazing in Croatia
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r « for more information please contact us or visit:
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www.ark.eu/ark-en

= agriculture, nature
and food quality
Herds & Homelands

Renée Meissner & Bart Beekers, September 2010




